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Preface 
The study of Difference Equations has been growing continuously for the last decade. This is 
largely due to the fact that difference quations manifest hemselves as mathematical models 
describing real life situations in probability theory, queuing theory, statistical problems, stochas- 
tic time series, combinatorial analysis, number theory, geometry, electrical network, quanta in 
radiation, genetics in biology, economics, psychology, sociology, etc. In fact, now it occupies a 
central position in applicable analysis and will no doubt continue to play an important role in 
mathematics as a whole. 
This collection of 43 papers encompasses most of the important areas of current research on 
Difference Equations, and should prove to be an important precursor to future research in the 
field. We wish to express our appreciation to all contributors. Without their cooperation this 
special issue would not have been possible. 
Ravi P. Agarwal 
Donal O'Regan 
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